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Shoreline is a one-of-a-kind development that hopes 
to attract new homeowners to the seaside town  
of Folkestone. Contractor and CIOB member  
company Jenner is so committed it even put some 
serious skin in the game. By Kristina Smith

Building by the beach

 The cladding  
design changed post 
Grenfell from insulated 
render to glazed brick

Construction Marketing Awards 2024 | Best use of Press & Public Relations

Best Contractor Campaign
Construction Marketing Awards 2024

Reach – digital:

Value:
555,538

£13,249
Reach – print:

Value:
123,390

£76,247
Reach - total:

Value - total:
678,928

£89,496

FUTURE CONSTRUCTOR & ARCHITECT JULY 2024

ISSUE 173

26

AUGUST 2024, REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS

PROJECTS

O ccupying a prominent
position on the Folkestone
beachfront, Shoreline is a
contemporary take on thetraditional Edwardian curved terraceand the first phase of an impressivemasterplan. Constructed by Jennerand designed by ACME architecturalpractice for the Folkestone Harbour& Seafront Development Company,the impressive residential building isthe first step in creating a vibrantnew community along the historicseafront.

Forming part of ACME’s 2016Folkestone Harbour and Seafrontmasterplan, Shoreline it is the firstphase of a landmark project thatwill provide up to 1,000 new homes,shops, bars and restaurants as wellas attractive public and greenspaces, including Leas Square and

Marine Parade along the seafront inFolkestone.
Located at the foot of the GradeII listed Leas Lift, one of the oldestwater lifts in the UK and on theedge of Lower Leas Coastal Park,Shoreline is surrounded by heritageand nature. 

The schemes 84 luxury homesbenefit from a prime position withuninterrupted views onto the beachand across the sea, stretching as faras the French coastline on a clearday. 
Overcoming a multitude ofchallenges along the way, thisincredibly beautiful, unique buildingsits upon robust foundations of over200 piles, driven to a depth of 27metres making the foundations asdeep as the building is high.

Constructed with a reinforced

concrete frame, Shoreline’s flowingcurved form echoes the shape of thewaves, pebbles and coast. 
Built to endure the ever-

changing weather patterns
experienced on the UK’s coastline,every detail of Shoreline has beenmeticulously considered. The
facade’s white glazed bricks, sourcedfrom La Paloma in Spain, reflectsthe changing colours of the sea andsky according to the weather andthe time of day.  ‘Standardised’ wasnever going to be an option and assuch over 24 different speciallydesigned bricks were required toachieve the complex geometry.Metal used on the exterior of thebuilding is rust-proof, whilst wallties beneath the facade are madefrom the same marine grade

materials found on deep sea oil rigs,

ensuring longevity and
sustainability. 

With the design of the balconiesproving problematic in terms oftheir load bearing weight, engineersimplemented lighter-weight
aluminium support systems thatseamlessly integrated into thebuilding's curved design. There werealso five different balcony designseach bespoke to mirror the shapeand curve of the structure. Thecoping stones on the parapet wallswere individual in size and shaperequiring special moulds. The curvedstructure also demanded bespokewindowsills; each unit scanned as a3D image.
The bespoke finish is mostcertainly not limited to what thepublic eye can see with communalareas clad with acoustic walls and

Shoreline marks the first phase of aFolkestone beachside regeneration
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terrazzo floors to ensure qualityradiates throughout.
Private roof terraces are includedfor the beach houses and penthouseapartments and all units have theexclusive use of a private communalgarden above the under-croft carpark that promotes natural daylightthrough carefully placed openings toprovide a secure and pleasantenvironment with EV chargingpoints and sufficient headroom forall modern vehicles.

Other sustainable featuresinclude shingle gardens that providean ecological habitat, increasingspecies diversity within the beach,rainwater harvesting and communalheating. Storage units and cycleparking are provided within the carpark to encourage bike use, there isLED lighting throughout the

apartments and common areas anda communal boiler provides efficientheating for the apartments.
Martin Sandall, Managing

Director, Jenner: “As a Folkestonebased main contractor, we aredelighted to have been able todeliver the initial phase of thetransformative Folkstone seafrontdevelopment. Shoreline Crescent is atruly spectacular interpretation ofan English seaside crescent-shapedapartment building. Whilst itscoastal location presented a numberof construction challenges, fromground engineering through to theselection and installation of
materials, the exceptional quality ofthe finished building stands astestament to the remarkable work ofthe entire project team.”

From initial concept through to

articulation of its architecture byutilising state-of-the art
construction techniques and
products of the highest
specification, the project serves as aprime example of how the builtform positively impacts upon aregion.

Shoreline is a short walk toFolkestone Central Station, whichprovides direct trains to centralLondon in under an hour, whilst theEurotunnel station at Folkestoneconnects directly to Calais. GatwickAirport and is just over an houraway by car, with London CityAirport one hour and 30 minutesaway. 
The boardwalk easily connectsresidents to the Harbour Arm, whichhas quickly become the Kent Coast’sleading food and beverage

destination, and provides access to athriving waterside communityattracting many artistic industrieswith the town’s Creative Quarterproviding an urban village of
designers, filmmakers, musicians,web developers and artists amongstthe 90 or so restored buildings.Folkestone was recently voted as oneof the best places to live in the UKdue to its thriving arts communityand public spaces, such as therefurbished train station, viaductand Fountain Square, as well ashigh-achieving schools and itsproximity to both London and theEurotunnel.

For further information on
Shoreline contact 
Tel: 01303 760 940 or visit
www.shorelinefolkestone.co.uk
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DOES ROGER DE HAAN’S 
FOLKESTONE HOUSING 
SCHEME DESERVE SO 

MUCH CRITICISM? 
Former Saga owner’s luxury Shoreline Crescent scheme has been completed in the face 

of a string of negative headlines about its lack of affordable housing. Tom Lowe tours the 

building and is impressed by what he finds

64 / focus / Folkestone’s Shoreline Crescent 
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It can be a tough world out there for billionaire 

philanthropists. Former Saga owner turned 

property developer Roger De Haan has certainly 

not had it easy of late.

Last summer, De Haan invited a group of 

journalists down from London to visit his new 

luxury housing scheme in Folkestone. The idea 

seems to have been to show off the first phase of 

a 1,000-home mixed-use development that will 

stretch for nearly a kilometre along the town’s 

beach front. 
It is fair to say that not all went to plan. Instead 

of the reporters fawning over the 84-home 

building, then still under construction, De 

Haan was repaid with a series of pretty scalding 

editorials questioning the wisdom of building a 

high-end block of flats for rich people in a town 

desperately in need of affordable housing.

Interviews he gave to The Sun, The Guardian, 

the Financial Times and local paper Kent Online 

found De Haan on the defensive as he was 

forced to deny the development was gentrifying 

Folkestone, driving up property prices for locals 

and turning the town into what The Independent 

described as “Shoreditch-on-Sea”.

It will have been particularly bruising for De 

Haan because he has been the financial backer 

behind a series of high-profile regeneration 

schemes in Folkestone over the past two decades 

HE’S NOT JUST FUNDING IT, HE’S 

GENUINELY ENTHUSIASTIC. 

IT’S A REALLY PERSONAL 

THING FOR HIM
MARTIN SANDALL, MANAGING DIRECTOR, JENNER, 

ON ROGER DE HAAN’S COMMITMENT TO THE SCHEME

»

which have contributed significantly to the 

town’s remarkable transformation. Once a typical 

decaying English seaside town, cast adrift by the 

closure of its ferry port in 2001, it has become a 

burgeoning tourist centre and trendy destination 

of choice for weekending Londoners.

De Haan’s recent investments have included 

the world’s first multistorey skate park, F51, 

which was named RIBA’s best building in the 

South-east last year. Designed by Hollaway 

Studio, it was originally intended to be a 

multistorey car park before De Haan changed 

the brief out of a desire to invest in the town’s 

young people. With entrance fees for local kids at 

just £1 a month, the cost of the building is a gift to 

Folkestone from De Haan’s charitable trust, 

which has invested more than £100m in the 

town so far.
Other recent projects include the transformation 

of the town’s formerly derelict harbour arm 

Left: Acme’s Shoreline 

Crescent housing scheme 

has been completed and its 

84 homes are up for sale

Far left: Sea-view 

balconies spare residents 

from having to look at the 

more dilapidated sections 

of Folkestone’s sea front
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Shoreline marks the first phase of a spectacular beachside masterplanOccupying a prominent position on the Folkestone beachfront, Shoreline is a contemporary take on the traditional Edwardian curved terrace and the first phase of an 
impressive masterplan, designed by ACME architectural practice. 

This impressive residential building is the first step in creating a vibrant new community along the historic seafront for the Folkestone Harbour & Seafront Development Company.

Situated at the foot of the historic Leas Lift and coastal park, Shoreline’s 84 luxury homes benefit from a prime position with uninterrupted views onto the beach and across the sea, stretching as far as the French coastline on a clear day. 

It is the first phase of a landmark project that will provide up to 1,000 new homes, shops, bars and restaurants as well as attractive public and green spaces, including Leas Square and Marine Parade along the seafront in Folkestone. 

Overcoming a multitude of challenges along the way, this incredibly beautiful, unique building sits upon robust foundations of over 200 piles, driven to a depth of 27 metres making the foundations as deep as the building is high. 

Constructed with a reinforced concrete frame, Shoreline’s flowing curved form echoes the shape of the waves, pebbles and coast. Built to endure the ever-changing weather patterns experienced on the UK’s coastline, every detail of Shoreline has been meticulously considered. 

The facade’s white glazed bricks, sourced from La Paloma in Spain, reflects the changing colours of the sea and sky according to the weather and the time of day.

12

Project: Shoreline, Folkestone
Architects: ACME
Suppliers:  Knauf Insulation; Leviat; Ancon; Uform; CEF

‘Standardised’ was never going to be an option and as such over 24 different specially designed bricks were required to achieve the complex geometry. Metal used on the exterior of the building is rust-proof, whilst wall ties beneath the facade are made from the same marine grade materials found on deep sea oil rigs, ensuring longevity and sustainability. With the design of the balconies proving problematic in terms of their load bearing weight, engineers implemented lighter-weight aluminium support systems that seamlessly integrated into the building's curved design. 
There were also five different balcony designs each bespoke to mirror the shape and curve of the structure. 

The coping stones on the parapet walls were individual in size and shape requiring special moulds. 

The curved structure also demanded bespoke windowsills; each unit scanned as a 3D image. The bespoke finish is most certainly not limited to what the public eye can see with communal areas clad with acoustic walls and terrazzo floors to ensure quality radiates throughout. 

Shoreline Crescent

Shoreline Crescent

Shoreline 
Crescent

Project
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Private roof terraces are included for the beach houses and penthouse apartments and all units have the exclusive use of a private communal garden above the under-croft car park that promotes natural daylight through carefully placed openings to provide a secure and pleasant environment with EV charging points and sufficient headroom for all modern vehicles. 

Martin Sandall, Managing Director of Jenner, who completed the project, said: “As a Folkestone based main contractor, we are delighted to have been able to deliver the initial phase of the transformative Folkstone seafront development. 

“Shoreline Crescent is a truly spectacular interpretation of an English seaside crescent-shaped apartment building. Whilst its coastal location presented a number of construction challenges, from ground engineering through to the selection and installation of materials, the exceptional quality of the finished building stands as testament to the remarkable work of the entire project team.” 
From initial concept through to articulation of its architecture by utilising stateof-the art construction techniques and products of the highest specification, the project serves as a prime example of how the built form positively impacts upon a region.

reassurance that the different elements of the wall build-up have been designed to work together and have been tested both individually and as a system. 

The Knauf Through Wall System comprises all the components needed for a high-performance façade build-up. The system can be used with a wide range of external finishes, ensuring that the architect still has design freedom. 

Another factor was fire safety. Products are non-combustible with the best Euroclass A1 reaction to fire classification. So, they comply with legislation that bans the use of combustible material in 

Helping Shoreline to make wavesWhile it’s designed to look spectacular, it’s also important that the façade delivers the performance required of modern buildings. With this in mind, the architect specified the Knauf Through Wall System for the rainscreen façade. 

The system is BBA certified, demonstrating it complies with the relevant building regulations. It also gives the architect 

the external walls of relevant residential buildings over 18m tall. In addition to thermal and fire safety performance, mineral wool has an open structure, so it is highly effective at absorbing sound. This means the insulation will also contribute to the acoustic performance of the external wall build-up.

Both products are manufactured with ECOSE Technology, Knauf Insulation’s unique bio-based binder that contains no added formaldehyde or phenol. It is made from natural raw materials that are rapidly renewable and is 70% less energy-intensive to manufacture than traditional binders, so it is more environmentally friendly. 

Knauf Insulation

SH
O
RELIN

E FO
LKESTO

N
E

C
O
N
STRU

C
TIO
N
 M
A
N
AG
EM
EN
T | SEPTEM

BER 2024 | W
W
W
.C
O
N
STRU

C
TIO
N
M
A
N
AG
EM
EN
T.C
O
.U
K

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

IRELAND’S CRUMBLING CONCRETE  | TILBURY DOUGLAS PASSIVHAUS SCHOOL | DIGITAL CONSTRUCTION AWARDS

constructionmanagement.co.ukSEPTEMBER 2024

BUILDING BY 
THE BEACH
CONTRACTOR JENNER GIVES  
CM A TOUR OF FOLKESTONE’S
SHORELINE PROJECT


